[Protrusive condyle path in edentulous patients].
The inclinations of condyle path of 32 edentulous patients were measured by taking protrusive relation record at the protrusive positions of 2, 4, 6, and 8 mm. The relations between the condylar shift and the protrusive distance were analysed. It was found that the inclination of condyle path was varied with individual, sex and protrusive distance. The shape of protrusive condyle path was like a section of parabola curved forward and downward. The results demonstrate that a small free gliding area in centric occlusion is necessary in complete dentures to fit the physiological movement of temporomandibular joints. The position of rotation center of protrusive movement requires further study.